Ms. T: You must be kidding. First of all, the Superman is a symbolic representation
of a spiritual journey of a human being that tries to surpass the moral life of modern human beings. It is the symbolic expression of humanity that moves towards spiritual self-mastery. Nietzsche's treatise is therefore aiming at a sort of spiritual purification. Mind you! Nietzsche's Superman is a cultural hero that tries to negate humanity as we know it in the modern world. When the technologies are getting simpler and simpler they could easily slip onto the hands of so many evil-minded individuals above and beyond the control of institutions that defend justice and equality. The other thing I would like to reiterate here is that the potentiality of genetic engineering and similar technologies is so immense that we couldn't imagine the kind of moral dilemmas it poses. As I said before, philosophy's major concern must be to identify problems. Identifying difficulties instead of focusing on positive achievements, even if the latter outweighs the former, must be the crucial concern of moral philosophy. If there are such things as purely positive aspects of new technologies, well and good; but these wouldn't be concerns for moral philosophy. They are good and that is it. Our concern must be what is bad no matter how small the number is. Murder is punished by law not because it is enormous. No! It is punishable because the very act itself is unacceptable in view of the right to live or in view of the principle of human dignity per se. Ms. T: Well, well … we do not seem to agree on many of our points of discussion.
But I somehow believe that such a discussion would bear fruit. I hope we shall meet some other time… Mr. H: You have finally stated something that goes with what I am saying. You said: "… such a discussion would bear fruit." That is what I have been trying to say. It is because of such dialogues and discussions that matters such as transhumanism would get the necessary attention so that they could be corrected or, if necessary, banned. Anyways, good day… I hope you have enjoyed our break. Next time, we might meet and debate on a larger forum since it is by virtue of such discussions that we consolidate and reinforce ethical and institutional mechanisms to deal with new technological knowledge and practice. Ms. T: Okay, see you!
